Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/constitutionbyla00unse_1 


AL  EN  COUNTY 


3 1 


3 02263  628 


t3c  975.2  M365c 

Maryland  Historical  Society. 

Const i tut i on 7 by-laws? 

CHARTER?  CIRCULAR  AND  ... 


CONSTITUTION, 


B Y - L A W S 


CHARTER,  CIRCULAR 


AND 


M EMBERS 


m ■ 

' ■ - 


BALTIMORE; 

PRINTED  B Y JOHN  MURPHY, 

MG  MARKET  STREET. 


18  4 4 


5AJ 


900  YJebster  Street 

t°  46801-2®™ 


1748539 


CONSTITUTION 


OF  TIIE 

MARYLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Slrtulc  I. 

This  society  shall  be  styled  the  “Maryland 
Historical  Society.’’  Its  object  shall  be  to  collect, 
preserve  and  diffuse,  information  relating  to  the  Civil, 
Natural  and  Literary  History  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  American  History  and  Biography  generally. 

article  II. 

This  society  shall  consist  of  Active,  Corresponding, 
and  Honorary  Members. 

Active  Members  shall  consist  of  citizens  of  the 
State  residing  in  Baltimore,  or  within  fifteen  miles 
thereof. 

Corresponding  Members  shall  consist  of  citizens  of 
the  State  residing  elsewhere  therein. 

Honorary  Members  shall  consist  of  persons  distin- 
guished for  their  literary  or  scientific  attainments, — 
particularly  in  the  department  of  History — through- 
out the  world. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 


Article  III. 

The  officers  of  this  society  shall  consist  of  a Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Librarian,  who 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  society,  from  the  class  defined  in  Art.  II,  as  Ac- 
tive members.  Should  a vacancy  occur  in  any  of 
these  offices,  by  death,  resignation,  removal  or  other- 
wise, it  may  be  filled  up  by  ballot  of  the  members 
present  at  the  monthly  meetings  provided  for  in  the 
next  article. 


Article  IV. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Thursday  of  February,  and  meetings  shall 
be  held  for  the  ordinary  transactions  and  purposes  of 
the  society  on  the  first  Thursday  of  every  month. 

At  the  annual  meetings,  the  officers  of  the  society 
shall  be  elected  by  ballot;  and,  at  the  monthly  meet- 
ings new  members  shall  be  proposed  and  voted  for. 

In  order  to  become  an  active  or  corresponding 
member  of  this  society,  the  name  of  the  party  apply- 
ing or  proposed  therefor,  must  be  given  in  writing,  to 
the  Recording  Secretary  at  the  meeting  previous  to 
the  one  on  which  he  is  to  be  balloted  for,  and  three 
negative  votes  shall  exclude  the  candidate  from  mem- 
bership. 


MARYLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


All  active  and  corresponding  members  shall  pay 
on  admission,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  and  a subse- 
quent annual  contribution  of  five  dollars. 


2lrtult  V. 

The  citizens  of  each  County  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, who  are  Corresponding  members  of  this  society, 
are  authorised  and  empowered  to  form  within  each 
of  their  respective  Counties,  a Chapter  of  this  society, 
the  President  of  which  Chapter,  elected  by  the  county 
members,  shall  be  ex-officio  a Vice  President  of  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  these  Chapters  to  meet  at 
least  once  a month,  at  such  times  and  places  within 
their  respective  counties  as  they  may  see  proper  to 
appoint. 

At  these  meetings,  essays,  local  historical  accounts, 
memoirs  on  the  natural  history  of  the  county,  or  do- 
cuments of  interest  to  the  State  generally,  may  be 
presented,  or  prepared;  all  of  which  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Histo- 
rical Society,  by  the  President  of  the  Chapter,  toge- 
ther with  all  other  collections  relative  to  the  civil, 
natural,  or  literary  history  of  the  State,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  preserved  in  the  archives  and  cabinets 
of  the  Institution. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


article  VI. 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  society  shall  deem  proper ; but  a motion 
for  an  amendment  shall  not  be  received  unless  a 
notice  thereof  shall  have  been  given  and  entered  on 
the  journals  of  the  Society  at  the  last  preceding 
meeting. 
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BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 


MARYLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


I. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the  highest 
officer  present,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  this 
society.  Seven  members  of  the  society  shall  consti- 
tute a quorum,  at  the  monthly  meeting;  and,  at  the 
annual  meeting,  those  of  the  members  who  are  pre- 
sent, shall  constitute  a quorum. 

The  duty  of  the  President  or  presiding  officer  shall 
be,  to  preserve  order,  regulate  the  order  of  proceed- 
ings and  give  the  casting  vote  when  required. 


ii. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  society ; — he  shall  preserve  the 
originals  of  all  communications  addressed  to  the  So- 
ciety, and  keep  a fair  copy  of  all  his  letters  in  books. 

It  shall  moreover  be  his  duty  to  read  to^the  Society 
the  correspondence  which  he  has  sustained  since  the 
previous  meeting. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE 


He  shall  likewise  present  all  the  documents,  essays, 
collections  or  contributions,  of  whatever  nature,  that 
he  has  received  since  the  last  meeting  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  several  Chapters  of  this  Society,  or  from 
other  sources. 

in. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  the  minutes 
of  all  meetings  of  this  Society,  and,  at  the  opening  of 
each  of  them,  shall  read  those  of  the  preceding;  he 
shall  have  the  custody  of  the  constitution,  by-laws 
and  records;  shall  give  due  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  all  the  Society’s  meetings  ; and  he  shall 
keep,  in  books,  a neat  and  accurate  record  of  all  the 
orders  and  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

iv. 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  and  keep  deposited  in 
Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Society,  all  donations  and 
bequests  of  money,  and  all  other  sums  belonging  to 
the  Society.  He  shall  pay  all  such  sums  as  may  be 
due  by  the  Society,  by  checks,  countersigned  by  the 
President,  or  some  member  authorized  in  writing  by 
the  President  to  act  in  his  absence.  He  shall  keep  a 
faithful  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  by 
him,  and,  once  in  every  year,  render  a particular 
statement  of  the  same  to  the  Serciety,  which  shall 
appoint  a committee  of  three  members  to  audit  and 
report  on  his  accounts  to  the  annual  meeting. 
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V. 

The  Librarian  shall  preserve,  arrange  and  keep  in 
good  order,  all  books,  MSS.,  documents,  pamphlets, 
papers  and  contributions  of  every  kind,  to  the  library 
or  cabinet  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  a catalogue 
of  the  same,  and  take  esoccial  care  that  no  books, 
MSS.,  documents,  papers,  or  any  property  of  the  So- 
ciety, pertaining  to  the  library  and  cabinet,  confided 
to  his  keeping,  be,  under  any  pretext,  or  by  the  per- 
mission or  authority  of  any  officer,  removed  or  taken 
from  the  Society’s  rooms.  He  shall  be  furnished 
with  a book  in  which  to  record  all  donations  and  be- 
quests of  whatever  nature,  relating  to  his  depart- 
ment, with  the  name  of  the  donor  and  the  time  when 
bestowed.  He  shall  carefully  number  the  books, 
MSS.,  and  collections,  and  mark  them  with  the  title 
of  this  Society  and  the  name  of  the  donor  or  depo- 
sitor. 

VI. 

A committee  of  three,  on  the  library,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  ballot,  at  the  annual  meeting,  to  serve 
until  the  election  of  their  successors,  and  shall  have 
the  supervisory  care  of  all  publications  by  the  Soci- 
ety, under  the  provisions  of  the  1st  Art.  of  the  Con- 
stitution. They  shall,  with  the  Librarian,  provide 
suitable  shelves,  cases  and  fixtures,  by  which  to  ar- 
range and  display  the  books,  manuscripts,  and  collec- 
tions of  the  Society. 

2 


I ' ■XI 


10 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE 


VII. 

The  Society  shall  select  by  ballot,  at  the  sixth 
monthly  meeting  antecedent  to  the  annual  meeting, 
one  of  its  Active  or  Corresponding  members,  who  shall 
be  requested  by  the  President  to  deliver  a Historical 
Discourse  at  said  annual  meeting.  And  at  the  same 
time  the  Society  shall  appoint  such  other  exercises  to 
accompany  the  delivery  of  the  annual  discourse  as 
shall  be  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

VIII. 

No  books,  MSS.,  or  property  of  the  Society  shall 
be,  at  any  time,  lent  to  any  person,  to  be  removed 
from  the  Society's  rooms. 


IX. 

Any  failure  on  the  part  of  a member,  after  due  no- 
tice for  six  months  by  the  Treasurer,  to  pay  his  an- 
nual dues,  shall  be  considered  a forfeiture  of  mem- 
bership, and  no  person  who  has  thus  lost  his  member- 
ship shall  be  re-admitted  without  the  strict  payment 
of  all  arrears. 

x. 

All  vacancies  in  committees  by  death,  resignation,  v 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  fdled  by  the  other  members  of 
the  committee. 


. 
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XI. 

la  the  event  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Maryland 
Historical  Society,  at  any  period,  the  hooks,  collec- 
tions, documents,  and  all  objects  of  interest  presented 
to  or  deposited  with  the  Society,  shall  be  returned  to 
the  original  owners  or  depositors,  or  to  their  repre- 
sentatives. And  if  neither  owners,  depositors,  nor 
representatives  are  to  be  found,  then  the  said  books, 
documents,  or  objects  shall  be  presented  to  some 
scientific  or  literarv  institution. 

j 


■ 


to  INCORPORATE  the 


MARYLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Whereas  sundry  citizens  of  Maryland  have  asso- 
ciated for  the  purpose  of  collecting,  preserving  and 
diffusing  information,  relating  to  the  civil,  natural  and 
literary  history  of  this  State,  and  to  American  history 
and  biography  generally, — and  have  applied  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  incorporate  said  association: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland , That  Brantz  Mayer,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Robert  Gilmor,  John  V.  L.  Mc- 
Mahon, Charles  F.  Mayer,  Frederick  William  Bruno, 
Jr.,  Sebastian  F.  Streeter,  John  L.  Carey,  George  W. 
Dobbin,  John  Spear  Smith,  Bernard  U.  Campbell, 
William  G.  Lyford,  Stephen  Collins,  Fielding  Lucas, 
John  I.  Donaldson,  Robert  Cary  Long,  William  A. 
Talbot,  S.  Teackle  Wallis,  Charles  S.  W.  Gwinn, 
Joshua  I.  Cohen,  John  S.  Sumner,  members  of  said 
association,  and  their  present  and  future  associates, 
and  their  successors,  be  and  they  are  hereby  consti- 
tuted and  created  a body  politic  and  corporate,  by 
the  name  of  “ The  Maryland  Historical  Society^ 
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and  by  that  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession, 
with^all  the  faculties  and  liabilities  of  a corporation, 
and  may  for,  and  to  promote,  the  declared  objects 
aforesaid,  of  said  association,  acquire  and  hold,  and 
at  pleasure,  alienate,  chattels  and  real  property  and 
real  estate,  and  may  acquire  the  same  by  devise  or 
bequest  or  otherwise : Provided , That  the  value  of 
such  acquisitions  at  any  one  time  held,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  may  have  and  use, 
and,  at  discretion,  change,  a common  seal,  may  ordain 
bye-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  such  as  said  corporate 
body  may  deem  proper,  not  inconsistent  with  this 
Act,  or  the  Law  or  Constitution  of  this  State  or  of 
the  United  States;  and,  in  like  manner,  may  establish 
a constitution  for  said  corporate  body. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted , That  the  said  corporate 
body,  may  have  such  officers  or  managers  and  other- 
wise (who  shall  exercise  the  powers  conferred  on  this 
corporation)  as  may  be  instituted  and  designated  by 
the  bye-laws  or  constitution  aforesaid,  and  to  be 
elected  at  such  times  and  for  such  period,  and  in 
such  manner,  and  with  such  qualifications,  duties  and 
powers  as  the  said  bye-laws  or  constitution  of  the 
Society  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  said 
corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  the  power  at 
any  time  hereafter,  to  procure  and  collect  a general 
and  miscellaneous  library  to  be  controlled  and  availed 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

of  according  to  the  rules  and  provisions  in  the  consti- 
tution or  bye-laws  of  the  corporation. 


State  of  Maryland,  to  wit  : 

Be  it  remembered,  and  we  hereby  certify,  that  the 
aforegoing  is  a true  copy  of  the  Act  entitled  “ An 
Act  to  incorporate  The  Maryland  Historical  Society,” 
which  passed  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
December  Session,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-three. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  city  of  Annapolis, 
this  8th  day  of  March,  1844. 

George  G.  Brewer, 

Clerk , House  of  Delegates,  Md. 

Jos.  II.  Nicholson, 

Clerk,  Senate  of  Maryland. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE 


As  you  may  desire  to  know  the  objects  and  collec- 
tions which  will  be  of  especial  interest  and  particu- 
larly acceptable  to  the  Society  for  its  cabinets,  library 
and  archives,  we  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  annex 
the  following  list. 

I.  Manuscripts,  original  letters,  pamphlets,  and 
books  relative  to  any  epochs  of  the  history  of  Mary- 
land, of  other  States,  or  of  the  Union. 

II.  Laws,  journals,  copies  of  records  and  proceed- 
ings of  Congresses,  Legislatures,  General  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  Committees  of  safety,  Councils  and 
secret  committees; — treaties  and  negotiations  with 
Indian  tribes,  or  with  any  State  or  nation. 

III.  Orations,  sermons,  essays,  discourses,  poems, 
tracts  written  or  delivered  on  any  public  occasion,  or 
in  reference  to  any  remarkable  event  or  character, — 
especially  biographical  memoirs  and  anecdotes  of  dis- 
tinguished persons  in  this  State,  or  who  have  been 
connected  with  its  settlement  or  history. 

IV.  Autographs  and  coins  ; — especially  those  be- 
longing to  the  early  colonial  history  of  our  country. 
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V.  Proceedings  of  Ecclesiastical  conventions  or 
councils  of  ail  denominations; — narratives  of  mis- 
sionaries or  of  missionary  enterprise,  histories  of  colo- 
nization, slavery  and  abolition. 

VI.  Narratives  of  Indian  wars,  battles  and  exploits ; 
of  the  adventures  and  sufferings  of  captives,  voyagers, 
and  travellers  ; legends  of  the  Indians  or  of  early 
settlers  and  pioneers. 

VII.  Indian  antiquities,  idols,  arms,  utensils; — ac- 
counts of  ancient  cities,  mounds,  monuments,  fortifi- 
cations, or  encampments;  and  any  facts  or  reasoning 
that  may  illustrate  the  doubtful  question  of  the  ori- 
gin of  the  North  American  tribes. 

VIII.  Genealogies  of  families,  especially  of  the 
early  settlers,  brought  down  to  the  present  time; — 
relics  of  early  settlers  of  the  State. 

IX.  Specimens  in  every  department  of  natural  his- 
tory— especially  of  Maryland. 

X.  Transactions  of  societies  for  historical,  lite- 
rary, scientific  cr  political  purposes,  and  catalogues 
of  libraries. 

XI.  Topographical  descriptions  of  towns,  cities, 
counties,  or  states;  with  maps,  accounts,  of  colleges, 
academies,  and  public  schools — their  origin  and  pro- 
gress. 

XII.  Tables  of  diseases,  births,  deaths,  &c. — Me- 
teorological tables. 

XIII.  Accounts  of  export  and  import,  progress  of 


' 
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agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures  : — Statistics 
of  alh  kinds. 

XIV.  Memoirs  and  essays, — historical  or  scien- 
tific,— of  the  towns  and  cities  of  Maryland. 

XV.  Magazines,  reviews,  pamphlets,  tracts,  news- 
papers ; — especially  the  early  papers  published  in 
Maryland. 

All  communications  or  donations  to  the  Society  for 
its  library,  cabinet,  or  archives,  are  to  be  addressed  to 
the  Corresponding  Secretary.  A convenient  room  in 
this  city  has  been  provided  and  suitably  furnished  ; — 
and  the  names  of  donors  will  be  noted  both  on  the 
articles  presented  and  in  the  Journals  of  the  Society. 

Brantz  Mayer, 

S.  Teackle  Wallis, 
Frederick  W.  Brune,  Jr. 

Committee  of  Hist.  Soc. 
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ACTIVE  AND  CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 


GEORGE  BROWN. 

WM.  GEO.  BAKER. 

GEO.  WM.  BROWN. 

F.  W.  BRUNE. 

F.  W.  BRUNE,  Jr. 

JOHN  C.  BRUNE. 

Dr.  JOHN  BUCKLER. 

Dr.  THOMAS  BUCKLER. 


GEO.  B.  COALE. 

J.  MASON  CAMPBELL. 

A.  B.  CLEVELAND. 
ISRAEL  COHEN. 

Dr.  I.  COHEN. 


EDMUND  DIDIE R. 

GEO.  W.  DOBBIN. 

SAM’L.  I.  DONALDSON. 
JOHN  I.  DONALDSON. 
THOMAS  DONALDSON. 

Dr.  THOMAS  EDMONDSON. 

\V.  FREDERICK  FRICK. 


ROBERT  GILMOR. 
JOHN  GLENN. 

JNO.  M.  GORDON. 
FRED’K.  B.  GRAFF. 


Dr.  JAMES  HALL. 
NATHANIEL  HICKMAN. 

J.  TILGHMAN  HOFFMAN. 


M.  COURTNEY  JENKINS. 


JOHN  R.  KENLY. 
EDWARD  KURTZ. 


ROBERT  LESLIE. 
CHARLES  B.  LAFITTE. 
GEORGE  LAW. 

B.  H.  LATROBE. 

J.  H.  B.  LATROBE. 

J.  J.  LLOYD. 

R.  CARY  LONG. 


B. 

j.  McHenry  bo  yd. 

C.  BRADENBAUGH. 
WILLIAM  BOSE. 
DANIEL  BOWLY. 

N.  C BROOKS. 

JAMES  M.  BUCHANAN. 
JOHN  BARNEY. 


C. 

Dr.  S.  COLLINS. 

WM.  H.  CARPENTER. 

B.  U.  CAMPBELL. 
CHARLES  CARROLL. 

D. 

SAM’L.  C.  DONALDSON. 
EDMUND  J.  DUBOIS. 

Dr.  JOHN  R.  W.  DUNBAR. 
R.  A.  DOBBIN. 


E. 


F. 


G. 

CHARLES  J.  M.  GWINN. 
W.  H.  GATCIIELL. 

R.  W.  GILL. 

ALEX’R.  B.  GORDON. 

H. 

JOHN  B.  HOWELL. 

J.  MORRISON  HARRIS. 
JOHNS  HOPKINS. 

J. 

C.  C.  JAMESON. 

K. 

JOHN  P.  KENNEDY. 

L. 

F.  LUCAS,  Jr. 

G.  W.  LURMAN. 

W.  G.  LYFOKD. 

PHILIP  W.  LOWRY. 

Z.  COLLINS  LEE. 
CHARLES  Z.  LUCAS. 

Hon.  JOHN  C.  LE  GRAND. 
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JVl. 


BRANTZ  MAYER. 

C.  F.  MAYER. 

JASrH.  McHENRY. 
WM.  McKIM. 
HASLETT  McKIM. 
ROBERT  M.  McLANE. 

J.  V.  L.  McMAHON. 
JOHN  B.  MORRIS. 
JOHN  MURPHY. 
THOMAS  MURPIIY. 
RAMSAY  McHENRY. 

N. 

J.  SPEAR  NICHOLAS. 

Hon.  JOHN  NELSON. 
P. 

C.  H.  PITTS. 

J.  PENNINGTON. 
HERMAN  H.  PERRY. 

JOHN.  D.  READEL. 

R. 

S. 

I.  NEVETT  STEELE. 
S.  F.  STREETER. 
JOHN  S.  SUMNER. 
WM.  SCHLEY. 

JOHN  SMALL,  Jr. 

B.  C.  SANDERS. 

Gen.  G.  H.  STEUART. 
A.  SCHUMACHER. 

Gen.  J.  SPEAR  SMITH. 
S.  W.  SMITH. 

Dr.  J.  E.  SNODGRASS. 

T. 

WM.  A.  TALBOTT. 
S.  T.  THOMPSON. 
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